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Beuut Bombing: Myster
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This is the first of a series of reports on
terrorism written and reported by Wash-
ington Post staff writers Bob Woodward,

' chhard Harwood and Christian thluzms

Three davs before a bomb bast kxlled

| 241 American servi , at_the | lkxmm_r_-
port Oct. 23, a Lebanese financial emissary Oct_23. a Lebanese financial emissarv

named Hassan Hamiz was given a ¢
L5 hat

: mnex.fn;mmnmmu_\.&mu_@
could be cashed s-
sies in Beirut or Damascus, according to-

relisble intelligence reparts, The reports
mdwe_&a.z._afm...thf._kmm_b.m._n__as
cashed at the.emhassw.ﬂamasms..mm

level contacte. had very close relations w1th

Iranian Ambassador Ali Akbar Mohta-
~_shami, who has been identified bv the CIA

2s 8 kev figure in Middle East terrorism.
The $50,000 payment is believed to be a

primary link in the financing that set in
motion two fanatical suicide truck-bomb
attacks that destroved the U.S. Marine em-
placement and also killed 58 soldiers at the
French military headquarters in Beirut
that same October morning, according to a
review of intelligence documents and inter-
views with officials in the United States,
Middie East and Europe.

Investigations bv the CIA and French.

Israeh and Lenanese intelligence services
have pieced mggmgx manv of the [ the ess sentlal

details of the devastation of Oct. 23, per-

petrated by men who crave death as sol-

diers of thei lanned by

who relv on the terror factor as the most
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events that ended with the blood and rub-

Ble of that messive explosion included a
complex series of transactions, codenames,

meetings in Beirut,_the Bekaa Vallev in

Lebanon n and Demascus, and trucks moving
exgkmves under cover as rice transparls.

In addition to Hamiz, 13 individuals now
have been tied to the bombings by the in-
telligence services. They include a Syrian

Wamors Traced to Syr

““terrorist operations. Among them are:

’ tified by various mtelhgence orgamzanons
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mtelhgence colonel, a former PLO security
officer, Syrian members of the Syrian-con-
trolled Saiga (Thunderbolt) Palestinian
terrorist organization, a relative of the Shi-
ite Moslem leader in Lebanon’s Bekaa Val.
ley, an Islamic fundamentalist clergyman
from Beirut and several veterans of other

¢ The Synan intelligence officer, iden-

as Lt. Col. Dzyab (also spelled Diab), has
been traced to a planning meeting Oct. 21
or 22, just before the Marine bombing. Sur-
veillance reports show that he was in the
southern suburbs of Beirut and was plan-
ning an attack against French and Amer-
ican installations. N

¢ A key. architect of the operation, ac-
cording to Israeli intelligence, is identified
as Nablan Shaykh, a former deputy chief
of national security for the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization. He operated under

the code name Abu Kifah and had been in.

“charge of security-in a west Beirut neigh-

borhood at the Museum Crossing on the

line dividing Christian eastern and ,
Moslem western Beirut. ’
e Two other Syrian officials in
Saiqa, 8 PLO organization founded
and controlled by the Syrian mili-
tary, attended meetings on Oct. 21
and 22 and discussed a strike against

the multinational forces in Beirut.
One Saiga member, Ahmed
Halag, is identified in intelligence
reports as a specialist in assassina-
tions. He had been in Lebanon’s
Bekaa Valley, a Syrian-controlled
area about 30 miles east of Beirut
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trolled Bekaa Valley, visited Beirut
several days before Oct. 23 and was
involved in obtaining the pickup
trucks used in the bombing. Accord-
ing to intelligence reports, he heads
what is called the Hussein Suicide
Commandos, and intelligence reports
say that immediately before or right
after Oct. 23 be claimed he was
going to report the outcome of the
planned operations to his cousin
Hussein Musawi, in the Bekaa Val.
ley. Hamiz, the Lebanese financial
emissary who cashed the $50,000
check after the bombing, is also close
to Hussein Musawi, the reports in-
dicate.
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